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analysis of the urine, and a minimum fee of$10 for each and
every examination where a microscopic examination of urine,
sputum, or other secretion is required.

A Proposed National Public Health Society.
The Medical Society of the County of New York announces

a convention for the purpose of organising a national society
the object of which shall be to enforce laws against the
irregular practice of medicine and the adulteration of foods.
The recent exposures of the beef trust, the indiscriminate
sale of alcohol and narcotics and dangerous poisons under the
name of patent medicines, and the alarming conditions made
known by the Pure Food Bill have led a great many philan-
thropists and religious associations to issue a call for a con-
ference to be held in New York on Nov. 15th, to discuss ways
and means of organising a society to obtain and disseminate
accurate information concerning practices and conditions
dangerous to the public health and morals, and to prevent
quackery, criminal practices in the healing art, adulteration
of drugs, and the sale of narcotics and alcohol under the
.guise of proprietary medicines.

Preventive Work among School Children.
A remarkable effort, aimed at the very root of crime, is

being made by the Philadelphia Society to Protect Children
from Cruelty. Alienists, physicians, and specialists in
various diseases have been invited to aid in the work. Every
.child taken care of by the society must have filled out for
him by his parents in consultation with the examining
physician a blank in which space is given for the identifica-
tion and description of many ills. These blanks were pre-
,pared by the leading physicians of Philadelphia, Dr. Weir
Mitchell being of the number. The physical examination
relates to the family history, bodily measurements, expres-
sion of the eyes, memory, voice, speech, general appearance,
and the condition and history of every part of the body. The
mental diagnosis is made on the answers to questions of
family and physical history and condition of every part of
the body. Thus prepared with a trustworthy chart of the
,physical and mental tendencies of the child, the society is
prepared to apply intelligently the proper remedial and

reformatory measures.
August 26th. 

_________________

NOTES FROM INDIA.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

The Difficulties of Water-supply for Large Cities
THE city of Rangoon must now be added to the list of

towns in India troubled about their water-supply. The

great Hlawga scheme, which has cost R-f. 46 lakhs will only
supply adequately a population of 207,000, while Rangoon
has now about 300,000 and the population is increasing
-rapidly. It is estimated that it will cost another Rs 25 lakhs
to increase the supply sufficiently for a population of 340,000.
It is stated that provision has so far been made for the rate
of only 25 gallons per head daily instead of 40 gallons as
required. These troubles in Rangoon have their counterpart
in Calcutta and Bombay. In the premier city-the capital
of India-it is also proposed by the new scheme to pro-
vide a supply of 40,000,000 gallons daily. At present about
27,000,000 are pumped into the city daily but by having more
,powerful engines greater pressure can be put on and the
existing mains will probably be able to convey 32,000,000
gallons. This extra supply means more filters besides

pumping plant and will cost nearly Rs. 20 lakhs. I have
already advised you of the great scheme for a large over-
head reservoir to be erected at the north of the city, which
will supply water by gravitation instead of by pump-
ing, as at present, at the four distributing stations in the
.city itself. It seems, however, that the larger supply of
water there is to the city the greater proportionate amount
of waste goes on, and the cry is continually heard for
more. The waste is enormous and is hardly realised by the
authorities. Fortunately for Calcutta, the quality of the
water is excellent. The filtered water is only used for
domestic purposes, there being a separate supply of un-
filtered river water for watering the roads and for flushing
purposes. Part of the city has had installed a constant
system but the larger part is still subject to intermittency.

The Calcutta Crematorium.
The Calcutta Crematorium, after extended trials, has been

recently declared fit for use and the first cremation took
place a few days ago. The furnace is the patent of
Toisul, Fudet, and Co. of Paris, and is worked by gas.
The pressure to supply the gas at the rate of 3000 cubic
feet per hour if necessary is obtained by a mechanical
blower, but it is found that from 6000 to 8000 cubic
feet are sufficient for a cremation, and a large part of this
amount is consumed in heating up the furnace preparatory
to the cremation. I hear that the charges laid down by the
corporation are very moderate. There is a growing opinion
in favour of cremation in India, and the reduction of the
enormous charges at present ruling in connexion with burial
will materially promote its more general adoption. This
crematorium is the only one worked by gas east of Suez, the
other installations at Shanghai employing coke. The gas
furnace is perhaps more expensive, but it is certainly cleaner
and is devoid of the appearance of a foundry. Although the
corporation of Calcutta has liberally provided this crema-
torium, the credit for its establishment belongs to the Crema-
tion Society of Bengal, which was formed for the purpose
and is very influentially supported.

The Plague Mortality.
The plague mortality throughout India, which attained a

minimum record for the last week in July, has since increased
and the increase has been general in all the districts affected.
The figures are small-the total for the week ending
August 4th amounting to 738 deaths-but the signs are
ominous. The increase in Burmah is especially marked, and
Rangoon is probably doomed to another outbreak. Nothing
has been announced concerning the researches of the Plague
Commission and the old laissez faire policy of administra-
tion still continues. The only place where a separate plague
department seems to be maintained is at Calcutta and the
excellence of its work is said to be the chief reason for not
placing the administration in other hands.

The High Death-rate in Bombay.
It is a curious thing that while plague is now compara.

tively quiescent the mortality in Bombay city should be so
high, while that of Calcutta is unusually low. The deaths in

Bombay may be said to be unaccounted for, because under
the heading of "all other causes" the mortality is nearly
double the average. A death-rate of from 50 to 60 rer 1000
in the absence of an epidemic to explain it requires a
searching investigation. It would appear that the first

thing Bombay has to do is to find out from what the people
are dying. The weekly returns absolutely fail to explain the
high mortality.
August 17th. 

________________

AUSTRALIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Professional Secrecy.
THE Fall Court of Victoria recently gave an important

decision as to the interpretation of the law respecting medical
evidence. An insurance company was sued for the amount of
a policy. The company’s defence was that the policy had
been secured by misrepresentation, the deceased having stated
that he had never had any serious illness, whereas it was
asserted that a medical man (not the examiner of the
company) had found that he was suffering from pulmonary
tuberculosis. The company applied to have this practitioner’s
evidence taken on commission. The plaintiff objected on the
ground that the medical practitioner would be prohibited from
giving evidence by a clause in Section 55 of the Evidence Act,
1890, which ran :-
No physician or surgeon shall, without the consent of his patient,

divulge in any civil action or proceeding (unless the sanity of his
patient be the matter in dispute) any information which he may have
acquired in attending the patient, and which was necessary to enable
him to prescribe or act for the patient.
In answer to this objection it had been contended that the
prohibition was confined to communications made to the
medical adviser by the patient and that he might disclose
in evidence any information which he had acquired by his
own observation. This contention was supported by the
association of this clause with another clause in the
same section protecting confessions made to a priest.
For plaintiff it was contended that the word "information"
was wide enough to cover knowledge howsoever acquired,
whether from medical examination or from statements by
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the patient, and that the privilege would be illusory if it
were confined to his statement. The court thought that the
plaintiff’s construction of the section was correct and that
the commission must be refused. Cost of the summons
would be costs in the cause, as a different construction of
the section had prevailed since its introduction. Speaking
for himself as to the effect of the decision of the court, one
of the judges said the point successfully raised gave new and
dangerous effect to the section as an obstruction to the
administration of justice. No such obstruction existed in

England or, as far as he could ascertain, in any other State
of Australia. Since the year 1857 medical evidence had been
given without consent of the patient and without objection
in innumerable cases in the courts-evidence most important
in cases of testamentary or other mental incapacity, in the
divorce court as to physical conditions proving infidelity, and
in cases such as the one before the court, in which its
exclusion might leave fraudalent misrepresentation unex-
posed. No such evidence could be given in the future
without the consent of the patient, which in some cases
would not, and in other cases could not, be given. For
these reasons it seemed to him that repeal or amendment
of the section was urgently called for in the interests of
justice.

Secret Medical Preparations.
Under the provisions of the Pure Food Act of Victoria the

Board of Health has adopted the following regulations :-
No compounded drug of which the average dose is more than one

teaspoonful (60 minims) for adults, or is more than one-half of one
teaspoonful for children under five years of age, unless such com-
pounded drug is a preparation set out in the British Pharmacopoeia, or
is sold specifically as an alcoholic compound, shall contain more than
10 per centum by volume of ethyl alcohol.
No drug or compounded drug other than any sold specifically as one

of, or as containing one or more of the substances set out herein, or
any of their derivations, shall contain opium, or belladonna, stramo-
nium, nux vomica, cannabis indica, cocaine, heroin, or any derivation
of any of these drugs, or chloral hydrate, bromides, sulphonal, trional,
veronal, paraldehyde, or any other synthetic hypnotic substance, or
phenazonum, phenacetinum, or acetanilidum, or any other allied
substance.

Under the Commerce Act of the Commonwealth also the
Minister of Customs proposes to include under the regula-
tions the following :-
In cases where any such article contains not less than 10 per cent.

of ethyl alcohol and the average dose recommended for use shall be
greater than one teaspoonful (60 minims), or when any such article
contains any of the following ingredients :-Morphine, cocaine.
heroin, or the salts or derivatives of the same, or any of them, or of
chloral hydrate, belladonna, cotton root ergot, or other abortifacient,
the description shall contain an’intimation to that effect

Friendly Societies’ Dispensaries.
The Prabram United Friendly Societies’ Dispensary and

Medical Institute has been the defendant in a series of
actions recently. The Pharmacy Board of Victoria laid an
information that the dispensary not being registered
pharmaceutical chemists carried on business as chemists
and druggists. The dispensary had established a restricted
form of membership whereby members of the public were
permitted on payment of a fee of 6d. per annum to become
"purchasing members" without any other right or privilege
except to purchase medicines at the dispensary. The case
was first tried by a bench of magistrates who dismissed it.
An order to review was granted by a supreme court judge,
and the dispensary appealed to the High Court which has
now decided against it. The Chief Justice said that if
the society were merely dealing with its members in the
manner authorised by the Friendly Societies Act it could
not be held to be carrying on the business of chemists within
the prohibition of the Medical Act, as the two Acts had to be
red together. The court was, however, of opinion that the
institute was going beyond the mere dealing with its
members and was really selling medicines to any of the
public who chose to come and pay the necessary 6d. and be
enrolled.

Hospital Affairs.
A deputation recently waited on the Chief Secretary of

New South Wales to ask that legislation should be introduced
to prevent other institutions collecting on the same day as
the Hospital Saturday Fund and to provide for the proper
distribution of all street collections. The Chief Secretary
agreed with the deputation and promised to submit a pro-
posal to the Cabinet.-At the last meeting of the directors
of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, a scheme was
approved for the allocation of the 4E9 beds in the hospital
when the new wards are opened. The two new pavilions are
to be exclusively for surgical cases and one 32 bed ward is

to be held in reserve to provide for cleaning of other wards.
and emergencies.-St. Margaret’s Hospital for Women,
Sydney, has just opened a district nursing branch to

provide poor patients with skilled nursing in their own
homes and to teach the poor the elements of sanitation in
the home. St. Margaret’s is a purely private enterprise,
founded in 1894 by Mrs. Abbott. It began with two beds,
while last year the number of cases attended to was 398 and
the number of nurses trained was 26 ; 23 surgical operations
were performed and 33 medical cases were treated in the
patients’ own homes; 106 surgical operations were per-
formed and 39 medical cases were treated in the hospital ;
and over 1200 patients consulted the honorary medical staff
for diseases of women. Since it began it has paid no
salaries to anyone. Neither Mrs. Abbott, who acts as matron,
nor any of the nurses receive any remuneration. The chief
source of revenue is the fees paid by nurses for training.

Death of Dr. Long.
The death is announced of Dr. Mark Henry Long, late of

Marrickville, near Sydney. He was educated at New York
and the London Hospital, and obtained the M.D. degree of
the University of the City of New York and the Licence of
the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland. He came to
New South Wales in 1884. Dr. Long was a well known
numismatist and author of "A Skeleton Catalogue of
Australian Copper Tokens."
August 3rd. 

__

Obituary.
FRANKLIN HEWITT OLIVER, L.R.C.P.LoKD., L.S.A.

Mr. Franklin Hewitt Oliver, late of Kingsland-road,.
Shoreditch, died on August 22nd at Spring fields, Clapton, in
the north-east of London, after an illness lasting for over two.
years. He was the third son of Alderman J. Oliver, M.R.C.P.,
J.P., of Maidstone, and was born in 1859. He received his
medical training at Charing Cross Hospital where he had a
successful career as a student, and in 1883 he took the
diploma of L.S.A. In 1887 he was admitted a Licentiate of
the Royal College of Physicians of London and succeeded
to the practice of the late Dr. Burchell of Kingsland-road.
His practice soon became one of the most extensive in the
district and included many public appointments. For many
years he held the position of chief district surgeon to the
Royal Maternity Charity and at the time of his death was
also surgeon accoucheur to the City of London Lying-in
Hospital, surgeon to the G and H divisions of the Metro-
politan Police, and surgeon to the Almshouses of the Honour-
able Company of Ironmongers, as well as being on the board
of the Charity Trustees. He was also honorary medical officer
and chairman to the Hoxton and Haggerston branch of the-
Queen Victoria Jubilee Nursing Association, and the work he
did in this connexion will remain as a monument of his.
untiring energy and enthusiasm. Mrs. Oliver, who survives
her husband, is a daughter of the Rev. William Cuff, pastor
of the Shoreditch Tabernacle, and is left with two children.
The funeral took place on August 25th at Abney Park
Cemetery when on every side there was evidence of the
genuine respect in which the deceased gentleman was held.

THOMAS PONSFORD CANN, M.D. DuRH.
A SAD instance of the risks incidental to medical

practice is supplied by the death of Dr. T. P. Cann of.
Newhaven. On August 15th he and his assistant per-
formed an operation for the removal of a patient’s tonsilf,
after which Dr. Cann remarked that he had pricked one of
the fingers of his left hand while using the guillotine. This
unfortunate accident set up streptococcal infection which
proved fatal on August 27th. At an inquest which was held
on the following day at the urban council’s office in
Meeching-road the jury returned a verdict of death from
blood-poisoning the result of a wound on the finger caused
while deceased was performing an operation on a patient.
Dr. Cann was born in 1875 at Newhaven, being the eldest
son of Mr. Thomas Martyn Cann, who was for many years in
medical practice there until his death last June. Dr. Cann

studied medicine at the University of Durham and in


